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▪ The North Central Region Database (NCR-Stat) include primary economic 

and social household data collected at the state level.

▪ The NCR-Stat Database focus on households, businesses, and community 

well-being in rural and urban communities in the North Central Region. 

WHAT IS NCR-STAT?



▪ Understand the conditions and issues facing rural and urban communities 

within the NCR.

▪ Provide regional and state-level data.

▪ Data are for researchers, Extension educators, practitioners, and decision-

makers.

▪ Leverage seed data for more in-depth studies.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF NCR-STAT?



▪ Baseline Survey

• To get a better picture of the NCR and learn more about household demographics, 
income, workforce participation, entrepreneurship, caregiving, human capital, 
housing, broadband access, placemaking, community leadership, civic engagement, 
health and wellness, food security, and the environment.

• Starting point for following surveys on specific thematic areas.

▪ Caregiving Survey

• Caregiving across the life course

• Who provides child, adult, and older adult care

• Individuals’ lived experience with caregiving

• How caregiving affects economic development and quality of life in the NCR

• Develop recommendations to support caregiving and caregivers

THE GOALS OF NCR-STAT: BASELINE & CAREGIVING SURVEYS



Rural businesses are essential to their communities, often employing rural 
residents and impacting the local economy. The NCR Stat: Small Business 
Survey focuses on the intersection of small businesses, benefits, and rural 
health.

NCR-STAT: SMALL BUSINESS



▪ 20-minute Qualtrics online small business survey in rural and 

urban areas in all 12 NCR states (102+ observations per state)

▪ Survey content: 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

▪ Screeners (quota questions)
▪ Owner Demographics
▪ Business Characteristics 
▪ Copreneur – Spouse
▪ Small Business Benefits
▪ Substance Misuse and Mental Health
▪ Workforce Development

▪ Trust and Community
▪ Adjustment Strategies
▪ Socioemotional Wealth (SEW)
▪ Financial Information 
▪ Household Characteristics 
▪ Exit Strategies



▪ Overall quotas and specifications:

1) Must own a small business in the North Central Region (12-state area)

• Less than 500 employees, not including the owner [Source: Small Business 

Administration]

2) Share of urban and rural small business owners

• Minimum 30% of rural business owners [Source: U.S. Census Bureau]

3) Share of small business owners by gender

• Min 42% female respondents, min 45% male respondents

QUOTAS & SCREENERS



▪ Overall quotas and specifications (continued):

4) By race and Hispanic origin of the business owner [Source: U.S. Census Bureau and Small 

Business Administration]

• 1.2% American Indians and Alaska Natives

• 0.3% Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

• 8% Asian

• 12% Black

• 79% White

• 16% Hispanic

5) Share of Veteran small business owners

• 6% served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the Coast Guard, the National Guard, or a 

Reserve component of any service branch

QUOTAS & SCREENERS



▪ The commercial company Qualtrics® employed a survey and gathered data based on pre-

defined quotas and screening questions. 

▪ The required number of respondents was 1,200 (100 per state). 

▪ An online survey using Qualtrics (sample size: 1,287 small businesses; 102+ per state):

• Illinois 

• Indiana

• Iowa

▪ The final number of respondents is 1,287:

• Non-Employers: N=310 (24.09%)

• 1-10 Employees: N=723 (56.18%)

• 11-100 Employees: N=195 (15.15%)

• 101-500 Employees: N=59 (4.58%)

DATA COLLECTION - NCR-STAT: SMALL BUSINESS SURVEY

• Kansas

• Michigan

• Minnesota

• Missouri 

• Nebraska

• North Dakota

• Ohio

• South Dakota

• Wisconsin



WHERE TO FIND THE DATA

https://ncrcrd.ag.purdue.edu/ncr-stat/


STATES IN THE NORTH CENTRAL REGION



SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS: NCR-STAT SMALL BUSINESS
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-

-



SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS: NCR-STAT SMALL BUSINESS



BUSINESS OWNER AGE



BUSINESS OWNER AGE



BUSINESS LEGAL CONFIGURATION

What is the configuration of your business?



COPRENEURIAL QUESTIONS (ONLY MARRIED BUSINESS OWNERS ANSWER)



BUSINESS-PROVIDED BENEFITS



BUSINESS-PROVIDED BENEFITS



SICK DAYS PER YEAR PROVIDED TO EMPLOYEES



COMFORTABILITY SPEAKING WITH EMPLOYEES EXPERIENCING MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES



DRUG TESTING POLICIES IN SMALL BUSINESSES



SMALL BUSINESS STAFFING SHORTAGES



WHERE TO FIND THE DATA

https://ncrcrd.ag.purdue.edu/ncr-stat/
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