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The goal of the Nebraska Rural Poll 
is to give local and state leaders a 
better understanding of the issues, 

challenges and concerns of 
Nebraska's rural citizens.

Funding for the annual poll is currently provided by Nebraska 
Extension and Rural Prosperity Nebraska (RPN)
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Core Topics
Community

• Perceptions of community change
• Satisfaction with community services
• Attachment to community

Well-being
• Better or worse off compared to 5 years 

ago
• Will be better or worse off 10 years from 

now
• Feelings of powerlessness
• Satisfaction with job, religion, family, 

community, clean water, etc.

Individual, household, and work 
demographics

Rotating Topics
2020

• Animal agriculture
• Community resilience
• Severe weather events

2021
• Trust and confidence in institutions
• Impacts of the pandemic

2022
• Natural resource management (e.g., water)
• Leadership and volunteering in communities
• Workplace and economy

2023
• Civil discourse
• Childcare
• Farm Bill
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY
• Mailed self-administered questionnaires in spring (March/April) 

to …
• Sample includes 7,000 randomly selected rural households in 86 counties

• 18% Response rate in 2023 (1,100 responses) 
• Margin of error ±3%

• Procedure (Total Design Method)
1. A pre-notification letter was sent requesting participation in the study and 

gives link to online survey.
2. The questionnaire was mailed with an informal letter signed by the project 

manager approximately ten days later.
3. A reminder postcard was sent to those who had not yet responded 

approximately ten days after the questionnaire had been sent.
4. Those who had not yet responded within approximately 20 days of the 

original mailing were sent a replacement questionnaire.
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Trend Analysis
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Well-Being Compared to Five Years Ago: 1996 -
2023

25
19

14

20

15

18 19 28 21

16
19

15
19

28 21

18

26

17
15 16

13

14

12 11

21

27
36

38

44
43

45

39

41

39

42

41

29

30 31

29

33

31

32
35

30

35 37

30

27

39
43

42 39

43

37

42

32

41
45

39

44

53

43

50 52 51

42

50
53 52 52 52

56
53 52 50

45

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

Worse off About the same Better off



X: @NERuralPoll

Well-Being Ten Years from Now: 1996 - 2023
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Some questions have 
been repeated at various 

intervals of time
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Opinions about Education

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

In order to get ahead in life these days,
it's necessary for a person to get a

college education

Getting a college education today is more
important than it was 10 yrs ago

Increasing the number of people who get
college degrees is necessary to build a

strong economy
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Economic Expectations in Next 12 Months, 2023 
and 2022
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Rural Confidence in Institutions 2017 & 2021
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2021 provided the 
opportunity to collect 

data from both rural and 
metro respondents

The Nebraska Business Development Center at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha provided the necessary funding to 

expand the survey to the counties in the Omaha and Lincoln 
metropolitan areas in 2021.
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Metro and Rural Trust Health Organizations 
to Provide Reliable Information on Covid-19
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Subgroup Comparison 
Opportunities
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Expectations of Healthcare Costs by Community 
Size

2023 Poll

N = 52
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Expectations of Your Personal Financial Situation by 
Education Level

2023 Poll

N = 52
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Upcoming Activities for the 
Nebraska Rural Poll

• Integrating Rural Poll data in “All Things 
Nebraska”

• Grant funding
• Collaborations for purchasing survey 

space
• Developing a robust communication 

plan
• New graduate course focused on 

applying Rural Poll data to research
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Questions & 
Reflections

• Are there any data trends you find intriguing or interesting? 

• What topics should be asked in 2024 and beyond?
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Contact Information

L.J. McElravy – lj.mcelravy@unl.edu
Becky Vogt, Poll manager – rvogt2@unl.edu

Webpage: http://ruralpoll.unl.edu (all reports are listed by both topics or years)

X (formerly) Twitter: @NERuralPoll

mailto:lj.mcelravy@unl.edu
mailto:rvogt2@unl.edu
http://ruralpoll.unl.edu/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	The goal of the Nebraska Rural Poll is to give local and state leaders a better understanding of the issues, challenges and concerns of Nebraska's rural citizens. 
	Slide Number 5
	SURVEY METHODOLOGY
	Slide Number 7
	Trend Analysis
	Well-Being Compared to Five Years Ago: 1996 - 2023
	Well-Being Ten Years from Now: 1996 - 2023
	Some questions have been repeated at various intervals of time
	Opinions about Education
	�Economic Expectations in Next 12 Months, 2023 and 2022� �
	Rural Confidence in Institutions 2017 & 2021
	2021 provided the opportunity to collect data from both rural and metro respondents
	Metro and Rural Trust Health Organizations to Provide Reliable Information on Covid-19
	Subgroup Comparison Opportunities
	Expectations of Healthcare Costs by Community Size�
	Expectations of Your Personal Financial Situation by Education Level�
	Upcoming Activities for the �Nebraska Rural Poll
	Questions & Reflections
	Contact Information	

