Extending the Tent: NCRAN’s Focus on Aging in the 2020s

Founded in 2016, the North Central Region Aging Network (NCRAN.org) is a
collaborative of Extension professionals dedicated to improving the health
and well-being of adults in later life through science-based strategies.
Recently, with funding from NCRCRD, NCRAN members held a conference
and invited representatives from tribal colleges and historically Black
universities in the region to develop friendships, learn from each other, ,
and explore possible collaborations. This webinar will describe our past,
present, and future efforts to bring aging-related programming to the

region and to Extension nationally.
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Rural Broadband Tools and Resources in the NCR

Broadband availability and access continue to be a problem in the United States,
especially among rural and tribal communities. Researchers at Michigan

State University created a tract-level web application of provision levels in
Census tracts across the contiguous United States over a period of several

years. Researchers from the Purdue Center for Regional Development will
explain the Digital Divide Index (DDI), which is a descriptive tool at the

Census tract level (and counties, too) to help community stakeholders

better understand their digital divide landscape. Both resources can help

users better understand local broadband data.
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NCRAN IMPACTS

Received $24,655 in grant funding from the North Central Regional Center for
RAN website and a

Rural Development to suppert the development of the NCI
tootkit of aging—related programs in the North Central Region
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The Gathering

» NCRCRD Small Grant 2022
® Purpose: To hold a conference in the center of the region and
invite at least one person from each college/university who
works in aging, Extension, or the human sciences.
® Funds covered lodging, food, travel, and conference materials
for all participants.
® Conference Goal: Do activities that help us seek understanding,
develop friendships, and have opportunities to promote health
and wellness.
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Activities

. May 2022 — Virtual meeting for Extension professionals from
all land-grant colleges and universities in the NCR

2. October 2022 — The Gathering: Brainstorming. Bridging.
Building.

. February 2023 — Virtual follow-up meeting
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Future

2023 — Marketing campaign

» 2023 — Region-wide needs/interests assessment of aging-
related needs

2023-2024 — Webinars addressing gaps, needs, interests
identified at conference

Continue to invite and include Extension professionals from
Historically Black Universities and Tribal colleges in the NCR
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Subscribe to our webinars!

go.illinois.edu/ncran23
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Join us for our upcoming webinars!
Visit ncran.org/learn

Extension and the Nutrition and Aging Resource Center - The Two Best
Kept Secrets in Aging | February 3rd

Increasing Social Connection in Wisconsin Through Programming and
Partnership | March 3rd
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Contact us

» Jim Bates, Ph.D. — bates.402@osu.edu

» Chelsey Byers, MA, ABD - clbyers@illinois.edu

» Kristin Miller, MS — millerkris@missouri.edu
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